Star Treatment
Evan Kasprzak '10 shares his knowledge of the entertainment industry with Illinois Wesleyan students.
Story by KIM HILL
When Illinois Wesleyan theatre arts instructor Sheri Marley told her dance students that Evan Kasprzak '10 would be teaching a master class on campus, she didn't have to list his credentials.
"They just went crazy," recalls Marley, who has taught dance and choreographed productions at IWU since 1989. "I overheard a few of them say, 'I can't believe he's here! I remember watching him on TV in high school.' I thought a few of the girls might faint." Current theatre students get excited over Kasprzak for several reasons. They feel they know him from his star-making appearances on the Fox dance competition program So You Think You Can Dance (SYTYCD), they know his role as "Elmer" in the original Broadway company of Newsies The Musical, and they respect his reputation around the School of Theatre Arts (SoTA) for being the nice guy who's succeeding in a tough business.
This fall Kasprzak was back at IWU to serve as guest choreographer for SoTA's production of Giant, the first production of the musical after its New York City premiere. While on campus, Kasprzak taught several master classes and led a discussion for seniors about the business side of the entertainment industry.
Kasprzak was a music-theatre major at IWU when he auditioned for SYTYCD. Nice is good "One of the best bits of advice I got from my experience here, from alums coming back, other guest artists, the faculty, was to be nice to everybody. Your reputation is kind of all you have in this business, and that's so important. You never know when you'll be in an audition and the person next to you might be a director or choreographer for the next show, and they'll remember if you were a jerk to them. This wasn't a big hurdle for me; I was raised in Michigan with Midwest sensibilities, so fortunately I feel I haven't changed too much, and that's something I still try to follow: 'Treat others how you want to be treated.'" Why dancers should also know philosophy and history "The opportunities I had here at IWU, to be much more than just the 'dance kid,' inform my work as a performer. The more you know, the more you put in to it and the better you can make your work. It gives the work more depth. Becoming a better singer and actor made me a better dancer. The opportunity to take philosophy, history, religion, public health classes -all these made me a better actor, because it informs my experience and the knowledge that I put back into the storytelling. The very best performances tell an awesome story."
Learn more about Illinois Wesleyan's School of Theatre Arts.
